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PEST CONTROL
HOME REMEDIES

environmental 

horticulture

By Colin Campbell

n the past it was the 

practice for gardeners to 

get out the chemical

sprays as soon as a pest or 

disease problem was noticed 

but nowadays, thankfully, we are 

much more enlightened and as a 

result lean towards safer chemical 

products or natural remedies to 

do the job. Listed here are a few 

home-made remedies but I hasten 

to point out that some recipes 

contain products which are not 

totally harmless to humans, 

predators or the environment so 

care needs to be taken in their 

use and storage.

I Fungicides
For black spot mix 3 level teaspoons 
bicarbonate of soda in 5 litres water 
and add a few drops of dishwashing 
liquid or fi sh emulsion which will help 
it stick to the leaves. 

Another recipe is mix together 
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda, 1 
litre skim milk and 1 litre of water. 
Before spraying add a pinch of 
Condy’s Crystals. You may like to try 1 
teaspoon Condy’s Crystals in 5 litres 
water as a fungicide. 

Caution To avoid serious damage 
being done to the plant, I strongly 
recommend that you do not exceed 
the rate of bicarbonate of soda or 
apply the fungicide during the heat of 
the day.
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GARDEN CALENDAR
AUG/SEPT/OCT

By Arno King

n temperate and cool 
climates, spring is a 
signifi cant time. After

months of icy weather gardeners 
can fi nally get outside and 
prepare their gardens for the 
brief spring and summer growing 
season. The ground is moist after 
winter rains and spring is mild 
with ongoing ‘spring showers’.

Time for a reality check – we 
live in the tropics and subtropics 
– spring is not the easiest season 
in the warm climate garden.

The dry air, intense sun, 
cloudless skies and rapidly 
increasing temperatures suck the 
water from the soil and plants. 
The winter months have generally 
been quite dry, so there is little 
moisture in the soil. This is not a 
season for the faint-hearted, but 
do take heart in the knowledge 
that rains will come and the 
garden will soon be lush again.

Some unscrupulous garden 
centres will be advertising 
‘Now is the time to get into 
gardening’ – do not be conned! 
The experienced gardeners are 
prepared, but I fear we lose many 

keen new gardeners with this 
kind of advertising. Newly planted 
seedlings and plants often 
fail unless watered frequently, 
given some shade or shelter and 
mulched well. I fi nd that plants 
are slower to establish between 
late September and November 
and yet will establish and grow 
rapidly between December and 
May. Rain, cloud cover and 
humidity make all the difference. 

Night temperatures will 
plummet and frosts may occur 
in low lying or inland areas 
around the full moon (between 
8th and 13th of August). While 
temperatures may not go down 
as low as in previous months, 
damage is often much more 
severe. The warm days have 
stimulated fresh growth so plants 
are at their most susceptible. 
Damage will show up in the 
following few weeks and can be 
trimmed out immediately as there 
is unlikely to be any further cold 
weather. You can tell when the 
really cold nights are likely – the 
skies are clear and cloudless, the 
air is still and as the sun sets, 

I

01

02

gardening
know-how

01 Celosia spicata

02 Silver Beet

03 Gomphrenia globosa

04 Petunias

05 Luffa

06 Sweet potato

07 Lactuca sativa – a different form of lettuce.
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To list here, contact us on (07) 3294 8914 or 
Email:  advert@stgmagazine.com.au

DIRECTORY

Don’t miss your opportunity to advertise in the only 
dedicated magazine for tropical, subtropical and 

warm climate gardens.
Talk to us today about direct advertising, product 
support and promotion both within the magazine 

and on our website.

AUSTRALIA WIDE

Looking for a PROFESSIONAL?
Find one locally who can offer 
you the best service and advice! 

Email: admin@plant.id.au 
Web: www.plant.id.au

www.plant.id.au
Consumer and trade website

Plant Internet Directory

Eggs don’t grow 
on trees.

Most are produced by hens confined in battery cages. 

Barn laid or free-range systems give hens the freedom to behave naturally. 
Hens can flap their wings, perch, dust bathe and lay their eggs in a nest. 
Please choose the eggs that are produced the humane way and support 
cafés and restaurants that do the same. Choose Wisely - choose cage-free. 

www.choosewisely.org.au 

GaRDEn CEnTRE  
DIRECTORY

SOUTH EAST QLD

Palms for Brisbane Nursery 
Designing and supply of tropical 
gardens. Email: pfb@gil.com.au  
www.palmsforbrisbane.com.au 
Ph: (07) 3899 8925.

Products & Services  (  = Applicable   = NA)
 = garden design
 = cafe
 = giftware
 = landscape materials
 = childrens' play area

 = water saving products
 = water features/ponds/pools
 = outdoor furniture
 = pet shop 
 = tools & equipment

SOUTH EAST QLD

Large range!
2274 Moggill Rd, Kenmore 4069. 
7 days. Ph:(07) 3378 5553 
www.hamptongardens.com.au

Do you want to see your commercial nursery 
or garden centre featured here?
Contact us today for our very economic rates  
– we would love to help support your venture.

Wallis Creek Watergarden
Bring tropical colour to  
your pond and gardens. 
Tropical waterlillies, Lotus 
waterplants, decorative and 
edible gingers and much more. 
Wholesale and retail. 
At the nursery and mail order. 
Phone 02 4938 0230

www.walliscreekwatergarden.com.au 

Wallis Creek Watergarden
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