WINNER! Award of Merit for Excellence in Horticultural Media
ISSUE 26 – QUARTERLY
$9.95 AUD $11.95 NZD

ISSN 1832–8717

COMPULSIVE COLLECTORS
PREDATORS & PARASITES
POLYSCIAS
CLIMBERS
TRAVELLING GARDENERS

NATIVES
– bird attracting

WATER
EDIBLES
www.stgmagazine.com.au
– water plants
– rocket + mulberries

SUBTROPICALIA
1
Issue 26 – STG
– bromeliads + gingers

*QTXJDI1MBOU&YQP
BOENBSLFUQMBDF
(VFTUTQFBLFST$PMJO$BNQCFMM 
1BVM1MBOU $MBJSF#JDLMF 
/PFM#VSEFUUFBOE"SOP,JOH
.BOZQMBOUTUBMMToHSFBUGPS
DPMMFDUPSTBOEMBOETDBQFST
(BSEFOSFMBUFEQSPEVDUT
BOEUPPMT
0SHBOJDBOEFEJCMFHBSEFOJOH
*QTXJDI.BZPS 1BVM1JTBTBMF
PöDJBMMZPQFOTFWFOUBUBN

4BUVSEBZSE.BSDI
BNQN
*QTXJDI5VSG$MVC

 

 







 





  








 


 
  





 

 



  


  



1SPVEMZTQPOTPSFECZ



 
   









  




#SJTCBOF3E #VOEBNCB 6#%'
&OUSZQFSBEVMU
$IJMESFOVOEFSGSFF
'SFFDBSQBSLJOH

 

  

4*-7&3
410/403

#30/;&
410/403

XXXQMBOUFYQPDPNBV

76

Feature Articles
14 Compulsive Collectors

79

82

87

Subtropicalia Collector

20 Popular Polyscias

76 Bromeliads

28 Tropical Plants in Sydney

77 Climbers

30 Up, Up and Away

78 Creepers & Groundcovers

34 Travelling Gardeners

79 Curiosity Plants

Phyllanthus lamprophyllus

36 Water Plants

80 Flowering Trees

Buckinghamia celsissima

38 Buying & Selecting a Plant

81 Funky Foliage

Dodonaea rupicola

40 Plant Names – Part IV

82 Ginger Group

Calathea mediopicta

42 Survey

83 Orchids
84 Palms

Aechmea nudicaulis ‘Variegated’

Artabotrys hexapetalus
Cissus antarctica

Sobralia decora

Kerriodoxa elegans

85 Scented Plants
86 Succulents

Lonicera hildebrandiana

Stapelia gigantea

87 Tropical Shrubs

Bauhinia galpinii

Suan Bazaar
88 Book Reviews

38

90 Christchurch Botanic
Gardens – New Zealand
91 Browns Park – Ipswich

10 Favourites
46 Bird Attracting Natives

Places To Be

46

90

Social Gardeners
94 Photos and Garden Clubs

Environmental Horticulture
52 Predators & Parasites
56 Cliff Quandong

52

Subtropicalia Produce
58 Vegies – Rocket
60 Vegies – Corn

58

64 Fruit – Mulberries
66 Fruit – Silkworms

REGULARS
5
8
9
98

Welcome
Contributors
Letters
Final Words

STG Index

We have an online Index of
all of our past issues for you
to view or download at:
www.stgmagazine.com.au

SUBSCRIBE
92 Subscription Offers

66

93 Subscription Form

SOURCE GUIDE
Gardening Know–How
68 Garden Calendar
– FEB / MAR / APR

96 Directory
96 Events

68

97 Garden Centre Directory
97 Classifieds

COMPULSIVE
COLLECTORS

Plant-a-holics, Flora-fascinators, Phyla-followers
– all fun names we give people who are passionate
about plants, their culture and propagation.
Editor Paul Plant investigates this addiction
to which there is no cure, only support and
encouragement from like-minded folk.
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In pursuit of

tropical plants in

Sydney

Locating reliable sources for tropicallooking plants that thrive in Sydney’s
climate can at times seem almost
impossible. Local ‘tropical plant’
collector Helen Curran discusses
options for Sydney residents where
they can find tropical and subtropical
plants for their gardens.
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calendar

GARDEN
CALENDAR

FEB/MAR/APR
By Arno King

01

02

T

his time of the year
is the best to be in
the garden – rain
is still plentiful but
not heavy, the ground is warm and
moist, and the worst of the heat
is over. Plants are flourishing and
gardens ‘look a picture’.
It’s a great time to get back
into the garden and undertake
the major plantings for the
year. Existing plantings can
be renovated – digging and
dividing some of the best
performing plants to develop
some inspirational areas of mass
planting. There are still more
months of rain ahead and plants
will be well established by the
time the drier weather of late
winter and spring arrives.
Cuttings will also root readily
this time of the year. Some of
the hardier species can simply
be rooted by inserting cuttings
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where they are intended to grow.
However, it often pays to root
cuttings in a pot of sterile potting
mix, located in the shadehouse or
under a tree where it can be kept
moist at all times.
The wet weather encourages
plant growth as well as weeds,
and they grow and then seed at an
alarming rate. Make sure you pull
them before they flower and then
take them to the compost heap.
While pulled weeds can simply be
dropped and composted on site
during the dryer periods of the
year, during the wet month they
often reroot and keep growing.
Regular weeding, heavy mulching
and dense planting are the best
ways to break the weed cycle.
Dense groundcovers are also a
great way of weedproofing to
minimise weed intrusion.
[See box at far right.] »
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