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GREVILLEAS
grafting heralds
solutions

Images Nick Hansa

A

long with gums, wattles, kangaroo
paws and the Sturt’s desert pea,
grevillea flowers are an iconic
component of the Australian flora.
Grevilleas are popular in almost all gardens across
this nation with species and cultivars suited to
most climatic regions. However, many gardeners
love to grow plants which may not be ideal for
their particular climate or soil and in the case of
grevilleas, this can lead to disappointment. Grafting
is used with many plants to improve their vigour that
maybe weak or slow growing and to enhance growth
in plants that are adapted to specific soil conditions.
Grevilleas have been grafted for decades, primarily
by collectors who wish to grow species from very
different environments and which generally will not
grow on their own root system in garden situations.
Some Grevillea species and cultivars require very
specific soil conditions. The soils in their native
habitat may be very free draining, highly alkaline,
highly mineralised or free from pathogens that may
be present in a garden situation.
A number of gardeners in Brisbane who owned
properties that were flat, on heavy soils and damaged
by recent floods, reported that their native grevilleas
performed exceptionally well during and after the
floods. The success of these grevilleas was put down
to the fact that they were grafted onto Silky Oak
(Grevillea robusta) rootstock. As one gardener whose
property was underwater for four days and who grew
a lot of grevilleas explained “my garden was the
only one in my neighbourhood to come through
without a scratch”.
Native plant expert Nick Hansa, from Fairhill
Native Plants nursery, highlighted that this simple
observation lead to changes in how many grevilleas
are grown to improve success in garden situations. »
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‘Bush Lemon’ shrub 2m H x 1.5m W with flowers all year.

Grevillea ‘Lolly Pop’ hot pink flowers all year round.

ABOUT THE SILKY OAK
The Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta) has strong
deep roots that are resistant to phytophthora
disease. Many other grevilleas have very fine
shallow roots that may be adapted to very open,
dry, alkaline or free draining soils and thus may
die in less free draining or wet conditions and
be susceptible to root rotting pathogens.
Silky Oaks will tolerate waterlogged soil for
many weeks.
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here are several characteristics worthy of
consideration when selecting a suitable plant
that will grow and develop as a bonsai over the
years to come:
The plant should be healthy and free of any pests or diseases
The plant should not be root bound (contrary to popular belief)
The plant should be bushy, with many branches close to the
base and a single trunk
The trunk should taper from the base to the apex (top)
It is preferable if the base shows some surface roots as this can
help create the illusion of age
The plant should be able to grow more branches.

It is preferable to select a species with small flowers, fruit or berries
as these items will appear in proportion to the size of the bonsai. »

herbs

subtropicalia produce

CLASSIC HERBS
Nasturtiums
Tropaeolum majus
By Paul Plant

FACTS
Family: Tropaeolaceae
Synonym: Nasturtium indicum, Tropaeolum hortense,
Tropaeolum hybridum
Economic importance: edible, ornamental, medicinal
Also known as: garden nasturtium, Indian cress
Chinese: han jin lian
Spanish: capuchina

54

STG – Issue 32

T

he origins of this popular garden herb
is not known although it is thought
to have originated as a probable
hybrid from South America. It is now
cultivated in temperate, subtropical and tropical
areas around the world – restricted to the cooler
months in warm climate zones.
Nasturtiums are regarded as a survival food – every
part is edible – stem, leaves, flowers and fruit. Unlike
other reported survival foods which are generally
regarded as ‘do not eat unless you are starving’,
the Nasturtium is exceptionally tasty and is eagerly
munched on by children and adults alike.
The flavour to all parts is peppery, similar to that
of the related Watercress (Nasturtium officinale) from
which it gained its common name.
This soft stemmed herbaceous herb is a sprawling
prostrate plant which can provide a cascading effect
over retaining walls, in hanging baskets and as a
groundcover. Some people are known to train the
soft stems up and through small obelisks or lattice
work to encourage an informal climbing habit – as
the plant will in turn drape back down which can be
attractive in some garden settings.
The round leaves with a bright emerald lustre are
highly attractive and sit horizontally, raised above the
trailing stems. For added ornamental appeal there
are variegated leaved cultivars available. »
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SUBTROPICALIA
SUBT

BROMELIADS
Botanical Guzmania melinonis
Common None
Family Bromeliaceae

COLLECTOR

A shade loving bromeliad Guzmania melinonis is
native to Bolivia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Columbia,
French Guiana, Guyana, Suriname and Brazil.
In cultivation it is typically seen as a small
to medium sized rosette plant around
12-15cm high and 15-30cm wide,
with light green glossy leaves.
However, if grown in stronger sunlight
or as an epiphyte, the plant’s leaves
toughen up and take on a reddish
tinge to the lower portions of the
bromeliad’s vase.
The inflorescence is composed
of tightly overlapping bright pink
bracts with white tips. As these
bracts slightly separate and
open, short-lived white flowers
protrude out. This is a stunning
inflorescence which is sometimes
used in floral displays.
Like all bromeliads, each
rosette represents one individual
plant that flowers only once.
After flowering, new suckers
are produced creating a clump
of plants over time. When mass
planted, or allowed to grow into a
specimen plant, a large clump in
full flower is very striking.

BEST GROWING
CONDITIONS
• Humid tropical and subtropical areas
• Semi-shaded location protected from direct
full sun
• Can be grown as an epiphyte or potted in
well drained orchid potting mixture
• Apply slow release fertiliser to pot or dilute
liquid fertiliser twice a year to encourage
good growth and flowering

LANDSCAPE USE
• Container or hanging basket specimen
• Epiphyte on trees or on vertical walls
• Mass planted under trees in free draining
soil or raised beds
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