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Addicted
to Plants

Each person has a vice. To some it may be chocolate, buying
shoes or collecting teddy bears. For many gardeners,
the vice is collecting plants based on a type, genus,
colour form, rarity or curiosity. Join Ross Gelling as he
interviewed one gardener unashamed of his addiction.
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Prickly
Beauties
a pictorial of prickly pretties

On a recent visit to the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt. Coot-tha,
Heather Knowles spent some time in the Arid Zone, a section of
the gardens she had not visited for a number of years.
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GARDEN
DESIGN
Part 1
Planting combinations
- Pulling it together
Tan Jan Sari in Brisbane has some
superb planting combinations to inspire.

By Arno King

O

ften we concentrate on growing perfect,
robust and healthy plants. Sometimes
we focus our horticultural skills on those
difficult or very rare plants.
Often we are just grateful that anything grows in a
difficult spot, be it dry shade, shallow soils over rock or
windy locations near the sea. However, it is the way each
plant works with its neighbour and how they contribute
together to create a stunning picture, viewed from
many directions and in a sequence, that makes a truly
memorable garden.
A memorable garden has planting combinations that
simply sing. It is a garden that you could walk around
and get lost in for hours. A garden that looks fabulous
when you are there and equally stunning in the photos
you view when you get home.
There are not too many of these memorable gardens.
To really pull off this kind of planting design, the
gardener needs to understand the intimate needs of a
wide range of plants and how to grow them well. »
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White Hymenocallis look superb with this white
tipped Cordyline fruticosa in a Vanuatu Garden.
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Flowering Trees
Each issue we ask ﬁve
qualiﬁed horticulturists to list
their favourite plant types on a
selected theme.
The decision can depend upon
many factors such as soil,
climate, drought tolerance,
aesthetics or just plain
personal preference!

Helen Curran

Joan Dillon

Horticulturist – Sydney

Horticulturist – Sunshine Coast

Bauhinia blakeana – Hong Kong Orchid Tree
Caesalpinia pulcherrima – Pride of Barbados
Calliandra haematocephala – Red Powder Puff
Cassia fistula – Golden Shower Tree
Plumeria obtusa – Evergreen Frangipani

Barklya syringifolia – Crown of Gold
Melaleuca saligna – Willow Bottlebrush
Melaleuca styphelioides – Prickly Paperbark
Nauclea orientalis – Leichhardt Tree
Sloanea australis – Maiden’s Blush

John Sullivan

Julie Roach

Horticulturist – Port Douglas

Horticulturist – Townsville

Amherstia nobilis – Pride of Burma
Darlingia darlingiana – Brown Silky Oak
Delonix regia ‘Flavida’ – Yellow Royal Poinciana
Erythrina variegata ‘Alba’ – White Flowered Coral Tree
Fagraea berteroana – Cape Jitta

Cassia sp. ‘Paluma Range’ – Paluma Range Cassia
Cassia ‘Rainbow Shower’ – Rainbow Shower Cassia
Delonix regia – Poinciana Tree
Pterocarpus indicus ‘Pendula’ – Weeping Indian Rosewood
Plumeria obtusa – Evergreen Frangipani

Patrick Regnault
Horticulturist – Lismore
Buckinghamia celsissima – Ivory Curl Flower
Calodendrum capense – Cape Chestnut
Castanospermum australe – Moreton Bay Chestnut
Ceiba speciosa – Floss Silk Tree
Lagerstroemia speciosa – Queen’s Crepe Myrtle
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fruit

subtropicalia produce

THE PEANUT
BUTTER FRUIT
Bunchosia glandulifera

By Barbara Beerling

O

n a recent
trip to north
Queensland,
I visited many
fruit tree collections and came
across the Peanut Butter Fruit
(Bunchosia glandulifera –
often confused with the related
B. argentea). This unusual
tropical fruit shrub-tree bears
fruits that really do remind people
of peanut butter.
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Characteristics of
the Fruit
Bunchosia glandulifera is a
plant in the acerola family,
Malpighiaceae. It is believed
to be originally native to
Venezuela and Colombia but
is now widely cultivated in
northern South America.
This small shrubby tree grows
between 2-5m tall and 2-3m wide
depending on growing conditions
and regular pruning which can
maintain a more compact size.

It produces attractive sprays of
buttercup yellow flowers in spring
followed by orange to red fruit,
carried two per stem, about the
size of a large cherry during the
mid to late summer.
Flavour is variable depending
on ripeness. When orange and
hard, the flavour is very nutty and
a little reminiscent of a carrot.
When fully ripe the fruit is a rich
red and the flesh a soft dense
pulp surrounding a large seed,
with a flavour resembling that of
a ripe or dried fig. Fruit texture is
like that of peanut butter. »
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