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Legacy in

the

Tropics

Townsville arborist and horticulturist Julie Roach visited her own gardening
guru recently to have a look at the property he has developed over a lifetime.
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ohn Roach has been a horticulturist all his life... from
searching for ground orchids in the local scrub of his
primary school at Lucindale (SA), to overseeing the
establishment of the plantings in the Adelaide Botanic
Gardens’ Tropical Conservatory. More recently he spent eight years
as the Senior Horticulturist at the Townsville Botanic Garden and
then over thirteen years service for what is now the Cassowary Coast
Regional Council as the Parks and Gardens Coordinator.
This is truly the wet tropics. The soil appears almost edible and
the site drainage is exceptional.
From the deck of the beautiful, lovingly renovated Queenslander
strategically sited near the top of the east facing slope, there is a
backdrop of the Basilisk Range lit by the soft light of the setting
tropical sun. The garden has become what it was once conceived in
this gardener’s eyes, nearly twenty years ago. This shows amazing
foresight and a commitment to producing an artwork on such a
grand scale. »
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Few Australian native plants have captured the hearts of local
gardeners, international visitors, florists and landscapers to
such a degree as the genus Grevillea. Their diversity is apparent
not only in the colour of their iconic flowers, but also in their size
and habit of growth. Many gardeners have fallen in love with the
flowers due to their irresistible bird attracting characteristics.
As too has horticulturist Heaatherr Knowless.
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‘Baby Pink’

‘Morning Glory’

‘White Dove’

Kakadu National Park lotus

Award winning landscape designer John Sullivan offers a
personal insight into why he adores the tropical lotus.
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October
05 | Chickens can cause serious damage to a vegetable garden. If chickens
are to free range, you may need to fence off the vegetable garden.

Hand-Water

new
garden specimens if rain does
not fall regularly.

Check online sites like
www.aih.org.au/plant-selector
to find waterwise plants for
your garden.

Mulch garden beds to
conserve moisture and to increase
organic matter to the soil.

Add

rock minerals and animal
manure to all new garden beds.
This provides a reserve of fast
and slow release nutrients for
future plantings.

Apply

seaweed solution to
plants to minimise signs of stress.

Prune plants that have
finished their spring display.

Replace

spent annuals
with new season plantings.

Protect young seedlings
in the vegetable patch by constructing a small shade tunnel
of chicken wire and shadecloth.
Free range chickens can
destroy an entire vegetable
patch in one afternoon so keep
them well contained or enclose
the vegetables.

Raise

the height of the
mower to produce a lush lawn.

Plan

the garden to be
aesthetic and productive –
use passionfruit over an arbour,
jaboticaba as a hedge, and Greek
basil as a garden edging plant.

Take

cuttings of common
garden plants to save money and
share them around with friends.

Fertilise roses at the
end of October.
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Nurragingy Reserve
Doonside, NSW

By Paul Plant
Nurragingy Reserve at Rooty Hill is
a sprawling natural 84 hectares of
bushland with a picturesque lake.
The Reserve offers picnic and BBQ
areas, children’s playgrounds, sealed
walking and cycling tracks and formal
garden areas. The open grassed areas
provide plenty of space for ball games.
Perhaps the most memorable feature
of the Reserve is the Chang Lai
Chinese Garden which was opened
in August 2012. It was designed and
constructed by Blacktown City Council
and Liaocheng Municipal Government
in China, as a symbolic gesture of
friendship between the two sister cities.
The architectural style of the structures
within the garden is based on the Ming
Dynasty and Qing Dynasty in China. It
features a Gateway, Seven Arch Stone
Bridge, Light Mountain Pavilion and a
Waterfall Gazebo.
The Colebee Centre, Nurragingy
Blacksmith Hut and the Water Splash
area are also located in this Reserve.
Access to this location:
Enter via Knox Rd, Doonside – Sydney.
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